
Covid-19: Written Answer Reports 
Week beginning 27 July 2020 

 
 
27/7/20 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 

the Scottish Government what guidelines will apply to international students who 

plan to arrive in autumn 2020 regarding (a) 

quarantine requirements and (b) and other methods to prevent the spread of 

COVID-19, and what discussions it has had with universities regarding this. 

(S5W-30544) 

Richard Lochhead: Scotland’s college and universities remain welcoming and 

open places for staff and students from across the world. Staff and students will 

have to comply with guidance for residents or visitors travelling to the UK. Those 

travelling from a country not yet exempt from quarantine requirements should 

complete a passenger locator form and self-isolate for 14 days. These provisions 

will be reviewed on a 3 weekly basis. Students who are travelling to Scotland from 

overseas should check the Scottish Government website for the latest advice. 

 
We have worked in partnership with universities, trade unions and student 
representatives to develop guidance (published 29 June) for universities, which sets 
out the measure’s institutions can take (including physical distancing) to operate 
safely. Universities and colleges are playing a vital role in communicating directly 
with and supporting international students in relation to this and other matters 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
30/7/20 
 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government by 

what date it will publish the results of the SQA equality impact assessment of the 

alternative certification model, including the changes to the estimation process. 

(S5W-30571) 

John Swinney: We have been clear that fairness has to be delivered for all 

learners in the absence of the 2020 exam diet, and the Chief Examining Officer 

has set out that it is one of the three core principles upon which the Scottish 

Qualifications Authority is approaching the awarding of qualifications this year. 

The Scottish Qualifications Authority has given assurances that they will meet their 

public sector duty under the equality legislation on their approach to certification, 

including publication of a completed Equality Impact Assessment. 

As outlined by the Chief Examining Officer in her written response to the 

Education and Skills Committee of 30 June 2020, the Equality Impact 

Assessment will be published by 4 August 2020. 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what childcare and nursery provision it is offering to 
teachers who require this to assist with their preparations ahead of the reopening of 
schools. 



John Swinney: As set out in the Strategic Framework for the reopening of 

schools, early learning and childcare provision published on 21 May, critical 

childcare provision for key worker and vulnerable children will continue throughout 

June and the summer break. Local authorities will be responsible for deciding on 

the details about how to maintain the critical childcare service for key workers 

during this time. Education and childcare staff, including support staff, who are 

providing education and childcare for category 1 key workers may also qualify for 

critical childcare under category 1. Other education and childcare staff who are 

preparing schools and early learning and childcare services for re-opening may 

qualify under category 3. 

All childcare settings have been able to reopen from 15 July, providing more 

options for parents and carers, including teachers. 

 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 

the Scottish Government what its position is on whether all school pupils should 

be tested for COVID-19. (S5W-30633) 

John Swinney: Scotland already has an excellent programme of community 

surveillance, which allows us to monitor actively trends in the pandemic, both 

nationally and more locally. On 16 July I confirmed we will be undertaking specific 

surveillance in respect of schools and children/young people as part of my 

statement at the First Minister's Press Briefing. This will draw on Covid related 

information from a range of sources and will cover all school ages and the ELC 

phase. 

 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

what contingency plans are in place in the event that schools cannot fully reopen 

as planned on 11 August 2020. (S5W-30639) 

John Swinney: We are working with partners towards full reopening of schools at 

the start of term in August and a final decision will be regarding this will be taken 

by Cabinet on 29 July and set out to Parliament on 30 July. 

However, the plans for blended learning remain an essential contingency which 

could be applied at local, regional or national level in future if needed. Education 

Scotland is also expanding its close working with e-Sgoil to ensure the availability 

of online lessons that will help support and augment the work of classroom 

teachers when schools re-open. E- Sgoil will train additional teachers to provide 

online lessons, across a range of subjects, which learners in the senior phase all 

across Scotland can access via Glow. Partners are now working together so that 

they are designed, in English and Gaelic medium, to complement what is being 

delivered in local schools. 

Clear information on contingencies and outbreak management procedures are 

set out in the guidance for schools and local authorities, which will be published 

on 30 July. 

 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government when it will publish the scientific evidence that informed its 

decision to fully reopen schools on 11 August 2020. (S5W-30640) 



John Swinney: We have set out clear, robust criteria for the return of schools full-

time in August including our commitment to publishing the scientific evidence and 

public health advice that underpins our planning. An initial summary of key 

scientific and public health advice published on 26 May 2020. 

The COVID-19 Advisory Sub-group on Education and Children’s Issues advice on 

physical distancing and safe school transport was published on 16 July : 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advisory-sub- group-on-

education-and-childrens-issues/ 

A final decision regarding whether we are in a position to reopen schools full- time 

and for all pupils will be taken by Cabinet on 29 July and set out to Parliament on 

30 July. 

 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

what guidance will be in place for (a) local authorities and (b) schools after 11 

August 2020 in the event of potential future local and/or national lockdowns. 

(S5W-30641) 

John Swinney: In reopening Scotland’s schools, our overriding priority is 

ensuring the safety and wellbeing of our pupils and staff. A final decision 

regarding whether we are in a position to reopen schools full-time and for all 

pupils will be taken by Cabinet on 29 July and set out to Parliament next 

Thursday. 

Following scientific advice, clear guidance for schools and local authorities, 

including local outbreak management protocols, is being developed in partnership 

with the COVID-19 Education Recovery Group (CERG) and will 

be available no later than 30 July. 
 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the 

Scottish Government whether university student accommodation providers 

charging tenants for storing belongings that they cannot retrieve is in line with 

COVD-19 regulations. (S5W-30696) 

Richard Lochhead: The Coronavirus (Scotland) (No.2) Act 2020 introduced notice 

to leave periods for students residing in halls of residence and Purpose Built 

Student Accommodation (PBSA). The Act does not make provision relating to 

charges by accommodation providers for the storage of belongings. 

The Scottish Government, working in close consultation with stakeholders, has 

published guidance which seeks to provide reassurance and address the main 

questions and concerns from student renters and accommodation providers during 

the COVID-19 pandemic. This guidance can be found on the Student Information 

Scotland website. 

Storage arrangements are a matter for individual providers and we encourage 

students and providers to work together to find an appropriate solution where 

students are unable to retrieve their belongings, including if a student is unable to 

move out of their accommodation or collect their possessions, either because they 

are self-isolating or are otherwise unable to travel, accommodation providers 

should store their items for collection at a future date. In my communications with 
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accommodation providers, I have urged them to be sympathetic to the needs of 

students and to do all that they can to ensure that students are not disadvantaged. 

 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government what action it has taken in response to its COVID-19 Advisory Group 

stating that young people are the group that "will be most impacted by long term 

non-covid impacts". (S5W-30699) 

John Swinney: We know that there are likely to be a range of non-COVID impacts 

of the pandemic on our young people, including on their mental health and 

wellbeing, learning, employment prospects and increased levels of poverty. As we 

begin to understand the issues in more detail, we will use that understanding to 

continue to develop tailored policy responses for young people, building on 

existing good work. 

Some of that crucial work has started already. For example, the Scottish 

Government has announced an additional £100 million to support employment 

with at least half of that being used to support young people into work. We have 

announced £50 million for around 850 extra teachers and 200 additional support 

staff and are working hard to support the return of our children and young people 

to school. We have also allocated £2 million of new funding to Local Authorities to 

support community mental health and wellbeing services for 5 to 25 year olds and 

their families and carers. And we have invested an additional £3 million to support 

the delivery of youth work services and £5 million in a digital support fund for 

vulnerable young people. The establishment of the Promise Team to deliver the 

findings of the Care Review comes with £4 million to support children and families 

and help them stay together. Our Tackling Child Poverty Delivery Plan, is also 

backed by a£50 million fund, and sets out the actions we are taking to help reduce 

child poverty and help children and young people avoid becoming parents in 

poverty by 2030. 

Underpinning all this action, Scottish Government teams will continue to work with 

partners and stakeholders to understand the impact of COVID-19 on children and 

young people as the pandemic unfolds. A COVID-19 Children and Families 

Collective Leadership Group has been established; in collaboration with the wider 

public sector, local partnerships and the third sector. This Group is gathering 

information about the adversities and challenges children and young people are 

facing to progress local and national actions in response. Current key work-

streams involve actions around child protection, disabled children and young 

people, domestic abuse, family support, and kinship families. Learning from the 

lived experience of young people and their families and listening to their voices is 

central to this work. 

The Scottish Government is also embedding children and young people’s rights 

into our response to COVID-19. We will introduce legislation later this year to 

incorporate the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Bill will aim to 

ensure that there is a proactive culture of everyday accountability for children and 

young people’s rights across public services in Scotland. This will mean that 

children, young people and their families will experience public 

bodies consistently acting to uphold their rights. 
 



Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 

To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-29856 by 
John Swinney on 24 June 2020, what monitoring (a) is and (b) will be taking place of 
efforts to reintegrate children with complex additional support needs into the school 
environment. (S5W-30704) 

John Swinney: I recognise that children and young people with additional support 

needs, including those with complex needs, will require support to return to school. 

Schools and local authorities are best placed to identify how to meet the individual 

needs of their pupils and have been working hard to develop plans to do so for the 

reopening of schools. 

In June, we published continuity in learning guidance, which sets out what 

education authorities and schools should consider for pupils with additional 

support needs, including those with complex support needs. This focuses on 

reviewing individualised plans in discussion with parents, carers, children and 

young people, with support from partner services. It also recognises that some 

children and young people will have new needs as a result of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

As the guidance outlines, individual provisions and interventions will require constant 

review to ensure they continue to meet children and young peoples’ learning and 

wellbeing needs as schools reopen. 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 

To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-29854 by 
John Swinney on 24 June 2020, what efforts it has made to(a) monitor and (b) 
disseminate best practice from local areas in delivering specialist practical support 
during the COVID-19 pandemic for children with the highest, most complex needs. 
(S5W-30705) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has been working with partners to publish 

expert advice and good practice in supporting children and young peoples’ learning 

throughout the Covid-19 pandemic. My answer of 24 June outlined the ways in 

which this information has been made available. 

Schools and local authorities are best placed to identify how to meet the individual 

needs of their pupils and have been working hard to develop plans 

to do so for the reopening of schools. 
 
 


